To whomit May Concern,

I amwiting in reference to Bayer CropSci ence's August 15th petition to
establish a tolerance for Jufosinate in or on Rice and Cotton. |
bel i eve that by approving the residues requested by Bayer you will be
exposi ng the public to unnecessary health risks, potentially increasing
use of toxic herbicides on rice and cotton, and endangering the
livelihoods of farners by shutting off valuable export narkets that are
rejecting transgeni c crops.

I am concerned about the [oss of overseas markets for farners grow ng
transgenic crops and for farmers whose own ability to market their crops
is threatened by genetic pollution. Many countries throughout the world
are refusing transgeni c crops and USDA organi c standards strictly

prohi bit the use of transgenic seeds. d ufosinate tol erance | evels have
not been established by the international food standards conm ssion
Codex Alinmentarius. Events such as StarLink and | ast year's Prodi Gene

i nci dent highlight the inadequacies of our current systemin keeping
transgeni ¢ crops segregated.

In Canada, farmers grow ng transgeni c crops have detected triple
her bi ci de resi stance in weeds and vol unteer canola plants as a result of
gene transfer, rendering the herbicides useless. |If Bayer's petition is
approved, it will only be a matter of time before Red Rice, which is the
sane species as cultivated rice and al so one of the nost virul ent weeds
on rice farms, becones resistant to @ufosinate. Simlar gene transfer
inrice will lead to the need for new, nore toxic herbicides.

Peer-revi ewed scientific studies have shown d ufosinate to be "highly
toxic" to aquatic animals such as clans, oysters, water fleas, fish and
birds at doses as low as 0.5 ppm As rice is grown in an aquatic

envi ronnent, the adoption of G ufosinate tolerant rice will have tragic
i npacts for the ecosystens of rice growi ng areas. The EPA cl assifies

G ufosinate as "persistent” and it has been found in the edible parts of
spi nach, wheat and radi shes nore than 120 days after being sprayed wth
t he cheni cal

The approval of G ufosinate tolerant rice and cotton will send us a step
backward in our efforts toward a nore sustai nable agriculture. Please
take action to ensure that our current systemof agriculture noves
toward one that is less reliant on chenicals, and ensures our farmers a
prosperous livelihood. |I strongly urge you to deny Bayer's request for
approval of dufosinate tolerance and to work wi th other government
agenci es to enact a nore rigorous approval and testing process for
transgeni c crops.

As a vegan, | am concerned about the purity of ny vegetables. | will only at
organic so | know what is in the vegetable. | do not want any bio-tech
material in ny food, especially if it is aninmal derived. As consuners, we
have the right to choose whether to eat such food products or not. | urge you
not to approve this GE food product. And | would add that | hope you woul d

[ abel such an itemif it did cone to market. | am al so concerned about the
envi ronnet nal repercussions wneh sucha crop contani nates and i nvades ot her
crops nearby or is spread by the birds, bees and other insects.

Si ncerely,



Di anna Sahhar

Di anna Sahhar
Docurent Delivery Service Coordinator
UCI rvine Main Library, zZOT 8100-54

dsahhar @uci . edu

(949) 824-4364 - Fax: (949) 824-2542
http://ww. |ib.uci.edu/services/dds. htm
Ariel: 128.195.145.61

"Be the change you want to see in the world."-Mhatma Gandh



